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Honorable Delegates and Members, 

  

 There was an opinion requested of the Office of the Attorney General regarding the role of 

the Lieutenant Governor within the Legislative Branch. The question is thus: 

 

Since the constitution specifically sets limitations and restrictions on the voting rights 
of the Lieutenant Governor within the Senate, but does not mention any further 
restrictions, does this enable the Lieutenant Governor full privileges (I.e. Submitting 
legislation, making motions, speaking from the floor) within the Senate, provided that 
abide by the above stated restrictions? 

 

This question warrants a multifaceted answer. 

First off, Article of the Fifth, Section Seven in the OIL Constitution establishes the 

Lieutenant Governor as the President of the Senate. In my view, this establishes her or his 

membership in that particular chamber. Thus, she or he would enjoy floor privileges as any other 

member.  

However, I believe this is where their membership privileges end. The description of the 

duties of the Lieutenant Governor is as follows in the statutes: 

 

The Lieutenant Governor shall assist the Governor in all his or her duties. He or she 
shall assume the duties of the Governor in the case of impeachment, or his or her 
death, failure to qualify, resignation, removal from the city in which a conference is 
being held, or inability to discharge the duties of the office, the said office shall dissolve 
upon the Lieutenant Governor for the remainder of the term or until the disability 
shall be removed. 



Interpretation of this places the most important duty of the Lieutenant Governor as the 

ability to take over for the Governor at a moment’s notice. As the Governor cannot submit 

legislation, the Lieutenant Governor should not be able to submit legislation either. If she or 

he were to submit legislation and then would be called to serve as acting Governor, this 

legislation would be stripped of its author. Instead of submitting legislation and simply 

hoping that one is not needed to act in the Governor’s place, I advise not doing so in the 

first place. 

 

Yours respectfully, 

      
Kimberley Bishop 

Attorney General 


